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23 September 1980

MEMORANDUM

IRAQ-JORDAN RELATIONS

Jordanian-Iraqi relations have been unusually good
since the November 1978 Baghdad Arab Summit when Iragq along
with other Arab states offered substantial aid to King Hussein
in return for his to the Camp David Accords. Since that
time, Jordanian-Iragi cooperation in military, economic and
intelligence matters has grown substantially and Baghdad has
become Amman's major source of financial aid. Baghdad aid
amounted to $186 million in 1679.

While Hussein has no particular aricvance with the
Iranians, he undoubtedly feels that Iraq's gencrous financial
support obliges Jordan to support Iraq vigorously as it has
done since the fighting broke out.

This memorandum was prepared by‘ Isragel-
Levant Branch, Near East South Asia Division, Office of
Pelitical Analysis, inm response to a request from the Director
of Central Intelligence. Questions and comments may be addrcssed
te Chief, Israel-Levant Branch, \
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IRKC: hir Defense Cooneraetion

The growing importance of military, pelitical, anc
economic ties between the two countries, however, oprob-
ahly has caused Jordan to be more cooperative. King

Hussein has emerged among Arab lecaders as Irag's strongast

supporter against Iran.

The focus on Iran signals the first major expansion
of a relationship that has heretofore concentrated almost
exclusively on the Arab-Israeli military balance.
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IRAQ: Increasing Foreign Zigd

Iraq 1S increasing aid comrmitments substantially
to i?vagce its foreign policy among Arab countries and
1n the Nonaligned Movement. "or Be ad's pled
could exceed gZ billion,nzlmoii‘aigggéfnghddd . P}ecges
S » as the total for
1874 through 1979. oOver $1.3 billion has been pledued
to more than 20 developing countries so far this ;eér~
&Qg{@§nf Syria, and Morocco have received almost t;*ﬂﬂl
fifths of this. Irag also is increasinglvy usi:crgi;v
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exports to gain influence with developine countrics
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which now purchase Qirectly I milliorn barvelsg o -~
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25 July 1980
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In a series of agreements, Iraa and Jorcdan have
cecided to Increasc bliiateral trade, laid¢ nlans for =
joint transportation company, and rcached an accoré on
245 millicr in concossionary prod.ct financing for
Jordan. More projects, valued at several nundred miliion
acllars, are under ccnsideration. Irag hopes to increozse
its infl‘bnc; w*th the mnderate Arabs and to widen the
Gistance between Jerdan and Syria. Tt alsc cxpects tha*
the expansicn of Jordan's port of 2l Acabah andéd ccnsiruc-
tion ©of = rcad linxing it to Irac--both Traci-fina
wrojects--will relieve some of the r~onge_3tic;r: on
traditional transpert routes. Access to R)] hcabe
also soucht by Bdghcdd as a hoeage against Irania
ference in TFersian Gulf shipring and the interru
cf overland trade through Syria. ‘ ‘
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7 July 1980
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